Isolation and characterization of rabbit peritoneal mesothelial cells.
Four enriched mesothelial cell populations distinguished by different size and density were obtained when a unit gravity sedimentation procedure was applied to pronase-dispersed rabbit peritoneal mesothelial cells. Cell integrity was confirmed by trypan blue, ultrastructural and biosynthetic analyses, as well as by explantation in tissue culture. The enriched mesothelial cells displayed the immunocytochemical, ultrastructural and growth characteristics of native mesothelial cells. This isolation and separation procedure should provide a valuable experimental tool to study the pathobiology of mesothelial cells.